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without drastic revision of the settlement. Such a policy of co-
operation harmonized with the growing internationalism of the
Left and the coincidence that Left or moderate governments
were also in power in Britain. Germany was allowed and even
induced to enter the League in 1926.
It is during these years that the League itself had a pro-
foundly disruptive e'ffect on French opinion by sharpening the
new divisions between Right and Left. The romantic hopes
aroused by the League and the mystique of internationalism
acted like a narcotic on the Left and disgusted the Right.
Those sections of opinion which were now 'internationalized5
were not easily won back to national effort and sacrifice.
Those who were antagonized by the League were attracted
more by the ultra-nationalist temper of the Fascist movements.
French statesmen, more than those of any other nation, seized
upon the lime-lit forum of Geneva to make speeches intended
for home consumption. This penchant, to which Briand suc-
cumbed more than most, damaged the prestige of their own in-
stitutions at home—particularly the Chamber and Senate,
where such speeches would often have been better made. When
they were not made for home consumption, they tended to be
vaguely idealistic and even mystical, as was described by
Andre Maurois in his Foreword to Robert de Traz's book The
Spirit of Geneva:
Every year, during the first week in September, a great and sacred
orator (such as was the late Pere Briand or as is the Reverend Arthur
Henderson) preaches before the Assembly of Nations a solemn sermon
on the text of the Covenant. Then the Congregation sings its favourite
psalms: Psalm 159, Disarmament-Security; Psalm 137, Must Politics,
Gentlemen, have precedence over Economics? It is an excellent thing
for the disbeliever to undergo Church discipline, for ceremonial of
any kind lulls to sleep and calms the passions. ... At Geneva the art
of saying nothing has almost reached perfection.
In Geneva—the city of Calvin and Rousseau before it was the
city of the League—the French Left found a spiritual home,
where its own traditions were at ease.
Except for one day, Briand was at the Quai d'Orsay from
April 1925 until January 1932. It was the counterpart to the

